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1. IN FIRST SIGNIFICANT NEWS ON INSURGENCY TO APPEAR FOR 
SEVERAL MONTHS, MOZAMBIQUE PRESS OF OCTOBER 8 REPORTED 
ATTACK BY FRELIMO, IN EARLY OCTOBER, AGAINST ALDEAMENTO OF 
MUCHENA (15 DEGREES 41' S„ 33 DEGREES 48' E.) IN NORTHERN 
TETE DISTRICT. REPORTEDLY VILLAGE WAS SURROUNDED BY GROUP OF 
ABOUT 50 GUERRILLAS, WHO OPENED FIRE ON IT WITH 82 MM. 

MORTARS, BAZOOKAS, AND MACHINEGUNS, CAUSING POPULATION TO 
FLEE INTO WOODS. THOSE WHO SURVIVED WERE REPORTEDLY SLAUGHTERED, 
AND GUERRILLAS DESTOYED FIFTY HUTS AND 20 GRANARIES. NINE 
VILLAGERS WERE KILLED, INCLUDING FOUR WOMEN AND FOUR SMALL 
CHILDREN, AND ANOTHER 15 WERE WOUNDED. THE PRESS ACCOUNT LISTS 
NAMES AND AGES OF THE NINE KILLED, AND DESCRIBES INCIDENT AS 
"ONE OF THE MOST BRUTAL AMONG THE RECENT ATTACKS LAUNCHED BY 
FRELIMO AGAINST UNARMED CIVILIANS". 
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WM MEANWHILE, ON OCTOBER 9, TWO WOMEN WERE REPORTED IN PRESS 
TO HAVE COMPLAINED TO AUTHORITIES THAT FRELIMO WAS MISTREATING 
GROUP OF VILLAGERS "KEPT BY FORCE UNDER ENEMY CONTROL" SOME- 
WHERE NORTH OF MACOSSA (17 DEGREES 54' S, 33 DEGREES 56' E) 

IN VILA PERY DISTRICT. SAME REPORT QUOTED "CIRCULAR LETTER" 

SIGNED BY ONE LEONARDO IACOB NIAWALE AND CAPTURED IN NORTHERN 
CABO DELGADO DISTRICT, SAYING, INTER ALIA, "IN THIS YEAR OF 
1973 WE WANT THIS PEOPLE NOT TO EAT SO THAT WE CAN CREATE 
SERIOUS CONTRADICTIONS OF HUNGER ... CARRY OUT SUBVERSIVE 
SABOTAGE ACTIONS SO THAT THE HUNGER CONDITIONS CREATED WILL 
BE LIKE A COMBAT". 

3. COMMENT: DIRECTORIES LIST MUCHEMA AS ONE OF THE MORE 
IMPORTANT SETTLEMENTS IN SPARCELY POPULATED MACANGA CONCELHO, 
WITH ONE LISTED GENERAL STORE. IT IS ABOUT 60 KILOMETERS 

NORTH OF TETE CITY, AND IS RELATIVELY DISTANT FROM MALAWI 
OR ZAMBIA FRONTIERS. ATTACK SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN A VERY SUB- 
STANTIAL ONE FOR TETE DISTRICT, WHERE FRELIMO USUALLY OPERATES 
IN SMALL GROUPS. IN LISTING NAMES AND AGES OF VICTIMS, 

PRESS REPORT SEEMS TO BE SEEKING TO COUNTER ACCUSATIONS ALLEGED 
PORTUGUESE ATROCITIES AGAINST VILLAGERS PHRASED IN SIMILAR 
TERMS, AND LIKE MOST OF THE VERY SPARSE PRESS REPORTS ON THE 
WAR THAT HAVE APPEARED IN RECENT MONTHS IT STRESSES THEME 
THAT IT IS FRELIMO WHICH MISTREATING AND KILLING INNOCENT 
AFRICAN CIVILIANS. 

4. LOCAL PRESS HAS RECENTLY FEATURED, WITH CONSIDERABLE 
GLEE, FACT THAT LONDON PAPERS AFTER PUBLICIZING ALLEGED 
PORTUGUESE ATROCITIES, ARE NOW AT LAST PRINTING STORIES ABOUT 
FRELIMO ATTACKS ON AFRICAN CIVILIANS. 

VAN OSS 
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